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;// 
Dr. Richard S. Caldmott 
Goaetlcist, Biology Branch 
Divlston of Biology md llrrdlctne 
u. s. Atonic Energy Carnfssfon 
WashIngton 25, D.C. 

REF: BMB: RSC 

Dear Ooctot Caldecott: 

Thank you for referrIng 
u 

r IWcovich’s a pllc*tion to me for c-nt. 

Dr. Narcovfch is we1 I known IS l careful and productive worker In the 
radlobtotogy of bacteria. HIS axpartmentsl dastgns are ~11 calculated to 
gtvs fundamental information on the mechanism of lethal actlon of rmflation- 
infomation which Is very badly needed both as a problem in basic sclum 
and In the assessment of the biologlcrl daamga induced by radiations. Ha 
1s creditad with perhaps tb most useful work In the blologlcal rrrsuratnent 
of the effect of very low doses of radfatIon in favorable material. If 
any Justfflcatfon ts needed for support of work of this kind in another 
country, it should ba on tha bmfs of the unique confidence of the invar- 
tlgator In a research area of critical Importance. I do not know of any 
quita camparrbla investlgatlons being carried out In this country - If they 
at+, they must k bas& dtrectly on the recmt prior work by Hatcovlch 
snd LMarJet. 

Yours slncclniy, 

Joshua Ledorberg 
Professor of Gonet Its 

P.S. May I note an error In trrnscriptlon In your btter - Dr. Trefouel 
Is thm dtroctor of tha Pasteur fnstltute. 


